EARLY   STAGES   OF   THE   OEDIPUS   CONFLICT
Let us now consider why the femininity complex of men seems so
much more obscure than the castration complex in women, with
which it is equally important.
The amalgamation of the desire for a child with the epistemo-
philic impulse enables a boy to effect a displacement on to the
intellectual plane; his sense of being at a disadvantage is then
concealed and over-compensated by the superiority he deduces
from his possession of a penis, which is also acknowledged by girls.
This exaggeration of the masculine position results in excessive
protestations of masculinity. In her paper ('Die Wurzel des
Wissbegierde3),1 Mary Chadwick, too, has traced the man's
narcissistic over-estimation of the penis, and his attitude of intel-
lectual rivalry towards women, to the frustration of his wish for
a child and to the displacement of this desire on to the intellectual
plane.
A tendency in boys to express excessive aggression, which very
frequently occurs, has its source in the femininity complex. It goes
with an attitude of contempt and 'knowing better', and is highly
asocial and sadistic; it is partly determined by an attempt to
mask the anxiety and ignorance which lie behind it. In part it
coincides with the boy's protest (originating in his fear of castra-
tion) against the feminine rdle, but it is rooted also in his dread of
his mother, whom he intended to rob of the father's penis, her
children and her female sexual organs. This excessive aggression
unites with the pleasure in attack which proceeds from the direct,
genital Oedipus situation, but it represents that part of the situa-
tion which is by far the more asocial factor in character-forma-
tion. This is why a man's rivalry with women will be far more
asocial than his rivalry with his fellow-men, which is largely
prompted through the genital position. Of course the quantity
of sadistic fixations will also determine the relationship of a man to
other men when they are rivals. If, on the contrary, the identi-
fication with.the mother is based on a more securely established
genital position, on the one hand his relation to women will
be positive in character, and on the other the desire for a
child and the feminine component, which play so essential a
part in men's work, will find more favourable opportunities for
sublimation.
In both sexes one of the principal roots of inhibitions in work
is the anxiety and sense of guilt associated with the femininity-
phase^   Experience has taught me, however, that a thorough
analysis of this phase is, for other reasons as well, important from
a therapeutic point of view, and should be of help in some obses-
1 LZ.P.A., vol. xi, 1925,
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